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By M.C. Peake - Editor, ‘FlyBy’ Magazine

Avonmore Books, who were the Publishers of Pe-
ter Greenfield and David Prest’s book on the A4
last year, have just sent us another cheque for
$708.38 from royalties for book sales in the Oct-
Dec 23 quarter. This brings the total amount raised
so far to around $3.5K, which will be used to help
the FAA museum. Thanks again to the two authors
who have made this possible.

| continue to be bemused by Defence’s attitude re-
garding the tragic crash of the MRH90 in July 2023
- over seven months ago - in which four Army avia-
tors lost their lives. | get that it's important not to be
too hasty in releasing details of the investigation,
particularly in early days when speculation is rife: in
the first few weeks a steady hand is certainly nec-
essary whilst the system tries to work out what
went wrong.

But if there’s one thing surer than Death and Taxes,
its that a big bureaucracy like Defence will leak,
and in the past couple of weeks there have been
disturbing reports in the media suggesting the
cause of the accident was ‘faulty software” which
allegedly caused pitch/roll ambiguity on the heads
up display projected onto the pilots’ helmet visors.

The reports also suggest the issue was a known
one, with the Army’s Test and Evaluation Section
reportedly finding in 2020 that it was an ‘unaccept-
able risk to flight safety’ and that it posed ‘a sub-

put in place which allowed [the equipment] to be
signed off in 2020 as safe and fit for use.

Reports on the cause of the accident were widely
published in the media, including on National TV
channels. Detail of the reported mitigation of the
alleged software problem was not. The imbalance
leaves Defence, rightly or wrongly, looking like a
deer caught in the headlights of an approaching
car.

And now we hear that the Inspector General (IG)
is conducting his own independent investigation
into the accident. It’s certainly within his remit to do
so but the timing is unusual as, in my experience,
the 1G would normally wait for the results of the Air-
craft Accident Investigation Team and the Board of
Inquiry reports before conducting a third separate
investigation. Perhaps the recent media reports
have precipitated it?

It would have been good to see updates from De-
fence setting out the progress of their investiga-
tions and, in particular, just what was done in 2020
to ‘mitigate’ the issue reported by the media. It will
all come out in the open eventually - it always does
- but honesty and transparency are fundamentals
of reputation management, and, from this ob-
server’s perspective, they are sadly lacking thus
far.

stantial risk of multiple deaths’. Stay well,
In a recent Senate estimates hearing, a Defence mp
spokesman advised that the 2020 concerns had
been worked though, and a ‘number of mitigations
THIS MONTH’S COVER PHOTO REST IN PEACE

Royal Australian Navy
sailor Leading Seaman
Keely Hagedoorn
guides helicopters on
the flight deck of HMAS
Adelaide during Exer-
cise Sea Raider 2023.
(Defence image).

Since the last edition of FlyBy
we have been advised that the
following people have Crossed
the Bar:

Kenchol Barratt, Peter Stevens, Peter Ruhl

You can find further details by clicking on the image
of the candle. »
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Dear Editor,r 7

" The Max Speedy piece in the Feb FlyBy with the Sea
~  Venom photos on page 11 reminded me that Sea Venoms
disappearing off the end of HMAS Melbourne’s angle deck
wasn't all that unusual (breathtaking as it was on the odd
occasion).

What a lot of people are unaware of is that immediately
below the end of the ship’s angle deck was 3 Echo Port
sponson which had a Very Flare gun that could be fired
remotely by the Bridge in the event of an aircraft being
given an emergency ‘wave off’. During flying stations, a
duty armourer was stationed at 3EP ready to quickly reload
the flare gun should it be fired due to a ‘wave off’ or other  The photo below was taken on the same
reason — this happened only on the rarest of occasions but i, this time Silverton just out of Broken
still required the presence of someone on the sponson. Hill.

Nevertheless, it was an interesting place to be especially
when the Sea Venoms were doing ‘touch and
goes’ as the aircraft would generally drop
several feet after flying off the end of the
angle deck. Some came remarkably close to
the water but seemingly aided by a cushion
of air would glide over the wave tops, with the -
blast from the jet pipe sending a huge plume (s
of spray over whoever was standing on the
3EP sponson. The rate of spray depended §
upon the sea state, but | recall getting a good
drenching on several occasions.

The amazing thing was watching the way the -
Sea Venoms picked-up speed climbing away [
ready for another ‘touch and go’. .

Cheers, Kim Dunstan. 4

Dear Editor,

The Huey featured on the front cover of
February’s FlyBy magazine was The RAN
Historic Flight Iroquois (now HARS). It was
on the 2009 Variety Bash where we took
the old girl all the way to Alice Springs.

Cheers, Greg Morris. %

Dear Editor,

| remember the HMAS Albatross dummy deck and
the line-up of aircraft very well, having spent many
an hour “Hangar Flying” both the Sea Fury and
Fireflies that were parked there.

There is also the sad memory of the day that the
scrap metal merchant turned up and having paid
£50 per unit, proceeded to cut the aircraft up and
melt down all that was alloy.

Can you just imagine what the value of those
wonderful war birds would be today!

| also used the dummy deck as an open air
workshop, and can be seen overhauling Kim
Dunstan’s car engine in the photo below:

There was also one memorable individual whose
name | shall not reveal, who on running out of fuel
for his vehicle and desperate to get off the base
before liberty men ended, decided to syphon a few
gallons from one of the derelict aircraft.

Unfortunately for him, the dummy deck was in full
line of vision with the guard house and he was
subsequently charged with stealing the Navy’s
property and ended serving a fourteen days spellin
Jankers.

His nick-name after which became, “Numbers.”

The irony was that just a few months later the scrap
merchant moved in and drained all of the fuel away.

C’estla Vie...
Anson E (Ted) Goater. %

letterstothe Editor 5

Dear Editor,

I've just read the article on the Short Sturgeon in
February’s Flyby. Very interesting.

| knew I'd seen the aircraft before and | found an
article in Eric Brown’s “Wings of the Weird and
Wonderful’ in which he writes about the Sturgeon
and his assessment of its deck landing suitability.

He looks at the design as an attempt to produce an
aircraft with twin piston engines that could land on
a carrier with one engine out. The contra-rotating
props allowed smaller diameter propellers that in
turn meant the engines could be mounted close to
the fuselage and thereby improve asymmetric
control at low speeds.

However, while it seems the Sturgeon was a good
deck landing aircraft with both engines working,
single engine landings on a ship proved
‘unfeasible because the lateral control became too
heavy and spongy to bring the speed down to
acceptable limits”.

He notes that the aircraft performance was
pedestrian but that it might have succeeded with
more development time. But as you point out the
proposed solution was obsolete and the Gannet
was a better design.

Yours aye, George Sydney. %

Dear Editor.

With regard to the article on page 16 under the
heading “In the past 2”, | reluctantly disagree with
the author, because the destroyers in the photo are
indeed HM Ships Anzac and Tobruk, but they are
not Tribals. They are Battle class.

Our three Tribal class destroyers had all been de-
commissioned by the time this photo was taken.
Arunta in reserve 1956. Bataan for disposal 1957,
and Warramunga in reserve 1960.

| served in Anzac through 1960 and 1961 and not
once did | observe her towing a target. My part of
ship was the Naval Store adjacent to the tiller flat
accessed from the quarter deck. At that time The
Jimmy was aircrew, Observer category, whose
name escapes me. The officer in charge of B turret
was also aircrew, Lt. Cdr. David Hilliard. The last |
heard of Dave he was a Captain serving. as



Attaché at Jakarta. It was very handy having a
Huskisson native on board, who was an officer, for
when in JB whenever he went ashore, so did |, to
Nowra. We generally returned to anchor in the
Bay after a day’s gunnery exercise.

It was my understanding the FAA, when using a
ship as target ‘aimed off’ 10° aft, subsequently the
target was steaming away from fall of shot which
was captured on aircraft’s camera. Conversely, in
General Service when using each other as target
the ‘aim off’ was 10° forward of the target, so on
28th October 1960 this had disastrous results for
Tobruk .

At approximately 1130 on that date in a very heavy
swell, which is usual off the South Coast, it was my
understanding the radar stabilisers in B turret failed
whilst Anzac was firing towards Tobruk;
consequently the barrels hunted back and Tobruk
was straddled by HE shells fired from Anzac.

Unfortunately a dummy 4.5 inch shell tore a hole
approximately 24 ft by 6 ft under the waterline into
the Engine Room of Tobruk. With tremendous
effort from both ships she .
was kept afloat, heeled over |

to get the damage out of the |
water, and towed into JBby |
Anzac.

That night a Court of Inquiry | =
was held aboard HMAS '

Melbourne and plate welded |
over the hole in the
destroyer’s side. Tobruk
sailed to Sydney next day,
29 October 1960 and was
that day de-commissioned
and never re-commissioned.

The only known casualty
from the event, an engine
room rating, returned to the
compartment to shut off
steam was scalded. He |
received a BEM as his |
reward. R -

.f

Many will remember that Tobruk was somewhat lll-
fated during her very short service. Some time
during earlier service In the Far East a rating was
killed by a bursting star shell from a RN destroyer
and later a torpedo was accidentally fired from the
after tubes whilst they were still trained fore and aft,
passing through a bathroom and galley on the iron
deck and coming to rest on a bed in the sickbay.

Hopefully this will bring back memories, and if my
memory should prove to be defective, | will stand
corrected.

Regards, Fred Dawson.
Thanks Fred, we stand corrected! Battle Class it is.

The Navy website has a fair bit to say about Tobruk
(1), including some nice photos. The one shown
above confirms that Tobruk was one of two Battle
Class destroyers (with HMAS Anzac as the other),
and the one below captures a tongue-in-cheek
moment when Tobruk returned to Sydney harbour
after the incident you describe, where Anzac's shell
struck her during a firing exercise. Red faces all
round, I suspect. %

Dear Editor,

| contacted you the other
day about font size on the
magazine being small,
and you correctly referred
me to a scale slide at the
bottom of the screen.
There wasn't one on mine
and wusing the highly
technical method of
fiddling with the PC, | managed to correct it, and my
solution may be of use to other members.

My PC is still on Windows 10, which suits me for
the limited use | need it for, and a week or so ago,
| received some updates which must have
increased the picture size making some data on
the edge of the screen no longer visible.

If you go into Settings on the PC and find screen
size, change the picture back to the next size down
and those missing bits reappear and the change is
so small | couldn't notice it.

Regards, John Bone.

Thanks, John. Hopefully this tip will
be of interest to anyone else who is
struggling to read small text.

_-’

FlyBy is best read on a device with a
larger screen - a Tablet at least, and
preferably a desktop with a good size
monitor. It can be suffered with a |
smaller screen if absolutely necessary, |

and the above solution might help a
bit.

Note that this refers to the ‘Flip Page’
edition. Another way to get larger text
is to go to the website version (the link
is always given to you in the
publishing email each month), which
will give you a fully scalable page. %

Dear Editor

| just spotted the attached photo of a &
RAN Sycamore on the flight deck of [F%
USS Yorktown [circa 1960 | suspect], [
with a tribal class destroyer in the §
background which is most likely
HMAS Anzac.

The file name says “Sing” which |
suggests Singapore - the sea
surface is typical of the tropics so
guess that is right.

Sending in case it is of interest for a
‘FlyBy’ space filler — might be
interesting to know who the pilot is.

Cheers, Kim Dunstan.

Letters to the Editor 7

Thanks Kim,

We don't know who the pilot is, but can certainly
identify the aircraft and we know what happened to
it. XN448 (Build 13270) was shipped over from
the UK in 1958 and was one of the few that
survived its service éife (no mean feat, as the
attrition rate for the Sycamores was over 60%).
It was removed from service in 62/63, when the
Wessex arrived), and was subse uent?]/ sold by
Iender in ‘67, and registered as ?/H-S C.

In March of ‘68 it was sold again to Associated
Helicopter Services in Banlgtown and found
itself working in WA. It wasnt for long, as in
November the pilot over-pitched in a remote
locality, and the rotor blades were damaged
when they struck a tree.

Subsequent recovery attempts over several
vears all failed, including the possibility of
lifting the wreck out by F Chinook. As at the

last report the decaying wreck is still out in the
bush, somewhere south of Wyndham. %



https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-tobruk-i#:~:text=HMAS%20Tobruk%20commissioned%20at%20Sydney,water%20for%20the%20first%20time.
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/heritage/our-heritage-the-bristol-sycamore/
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Don’t forget that the first weekend in March (2n9-39) is “Wings
Over lllawarra” airshow, now known as Airshows Down Under.

There will be two action packed days of spectacle and thrills
with a huge variety of static and flying displays. Its the main

fundraiser for HARS and is a fantastic opportunity to both see
and support their product.

all

.

% Tickets are best bought
beforehand and are available
here, together with full details of

the event.

Tenuous Link...

What does the person
on the left have to do
with the Fleet Air Arm?
Answer next edition!

Mvsrmv Puom ouesnom

. During WW2 many nations, other than British,
m‘ : ;

painted spirals on the propeller spinners of their
aircraft. So what was the reason?

Popular consensus is that it was for safety. On a
wartime airfield with people and aircraft all in a
hurry, it made it easier to see a rotating prop.

Other explanations are that, on some older
engines, it helped identify which way to turn the
propeller to prime or start the engine. Reducing
bird strikes was also suggested for more modern
(jet) engines.

Another suggestion was that it made friendly
aircraft easier to identify (a bit like the “Invasion
Stripes” painted on allied aircraft in Normandy
and, later, in Korea). You can find documents on
the web which, although unsubstantiated,
ordered that spinners were to be painted with

black and white spirals for recognition purposes.
Today, most jet engines have a marking on their
hub, to help quickly identify if the blades are

turning. The classic spiral tends to appear on s — .
Rolls-Royce engines, whilst a ‘G-swirl’ is IR TS

favoured by General Electric. Pratt & Whitney p
seem to use a ‘comma’ symbol - but they all do
the same thing. #

APOSTROPHE COMMA WOBBLY BALL WOBBLY MOON



mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
https://airshowsdownundershellharbour.com.au

not long before its fatal accident (RAE).

people identified correctly, was the training
version of a Dornier 335 ‘Pfiel’ (Arrow). It
has both a roundal and the remnants of a US
‘Star and Bar’ painted on its fuselage, signifying
its rapid change of hands from German to
American and finally British ownership.

The 335 was an interesting aircraft, both in its
design and timing.

Claudius Dornier had patented the push-pull
engine layout in 1937. It was innovative as it
offered many advantages over conventional
‘engines on the wings’ designs: for example, it
had less parasitic drag, offered better rates of
roll, and more benign single engine handling.

By 1942, with the War going well, the Luftwaffe
needed multi-role fighters and in response
Dornier built a prototype Do-335 V-1 (V for ‘Ver-
suchs’ or ‘Experimental’. It completed its first
flight in September 1943.

Pilots reported exceptional flight performance in
acceleration and turning radius and docile han-
dling with no dangerous spin characteristics.
The German Aviation Ministry therefore ordered
14 prototypes: 10 pre-production single seaters,
11 production single seaters, and 3 two-seat
trainers. Further orders followed, with as many
as 48 in service and a further 8 under construc-
tion by the time the war ended.

There are reports that three Do-335s were
obtained by the British at the end of the war in
Germany: an incomplete B series (which was a
later version with better armament); an A-1
(single seat production aircraft) and an A-12,
pictured in the Mystery Photo. The former didn’t
actually make it back to the UK as it had a
landing accident in Merville, France in
December 1945. Apparently the front crankshaft
failed but the pilot secured both engines. He

Last month’s Mystery Photo, which several

LAST MONTH’S MYSTERY PHOTO—

Dornier 335 A-12, S/N Werke Nr.230112 parked at Farnborough

.......

attempted to land but struck a B-26 Marauder which
had belly landed on the airfield. The Do-335 was
repaired but was scrapped as interest in jet fighters
ramped up.

The A-12, serial Werke Nr. 230112, was taken to
Farnborough in the UK but met a sad end when it
crashed on only its third flight in allied hands - see
sidebar on the next page, and photographs on the
following one.

Mystery Photo Answer 11
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Above. A captured Do-335 being examined. The photo gives some idea of the enormous dimensions
of the aircraft, with later versions boasting a gross weight of nearly 26,000 lbs. Despite its size it
was regarded as a nimble fighter and capable bomber, fast enough to outrun any allied fighter of the
time.

Left. The only surviving Do-335 can be found at the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum in
Chantilly Virginia.

Allied forces found this aircraft near Munich on 39 April 1945 and it was subsequently shipped to
the US aboard HMS Reaper (see next page for photo). The Dornier languished in storage in
America until 1974. It was then returned to Germany for refurbishment, with much of the work done
by men who had built the original aircraft. They were surprised to find the explosive bolts on the rear
propeller and tail fin still in place and operational.

The rebuilt aircraft was returned to the Smithsonian in 1986. It is reportedly capable of flight, although
not cleared to do so. (Image: Smithsonian).

Below. The single-seat Dornier ‘bagged’ by the RAF in 1945. It was being test flown in France when it
suffered a single engine failure, but mishandling by the pilot resulted both engines being shut down, with
unfortunate consequences. It flew again, but not for long. %
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18 January 1946: The End of
Farnborough’s Captured 335

Twenty-five minutes after taking off the Dornier
was seen approaching Farnborough with smoke
coming from the underside of the fuselage
ahead of the rear engine. The plane turned and
then descended in a shallow dive, crashing on
the village school at Cove. Six persons on the
ground were injured and the pilot killed (RAE
Farnborough Commanding Officer).

According to a contemporary newspaper report
(Aberdeen Press and Journal, January 19th
1946):

"Two minutes before 300 children were due to
leave school at Cove, Hampshire, yesterday, a
"secret" German fighter plane, with engines at
the nose and tail, crashed in front of the
schoolhouse, scattering burning debris. The
pilot of the plane, Group Captain A. F. Hards,
test pilot and commander of the R.A.F.
establishment at Farnborough was killed. Four
children and a father who was meeting his
daughter were slightly injured."

According to a Press Release from the
Farnborough Air Sciences Trust (FAST):

"During the Second World War captured
German aircraft were brought to the Royal
Aircraft Establishment (RAE) for evaluation and
with the cessation of hostilities many more were
brought over from the airfields and factories.
One of these aircraft was a twin seat Dornier
335A-12 which arrived on 8 September 1945
and formed part of an exhibition of captured
German aircraft in November 1945 — early
1946. It had been surrendered to the US forces
at the Dornier factory at Oberpfaffenhofen, near
Munich and flown to Neubiberg airfield and
handed over to British Air Intelligence Officers.

RAE test pilot Squadron Leader McCarthy flew
it to Strasbourg and on to Reims on 7 Sept
1945. The following day it flew to RAF Manston
and then RAE Farnborough where it arrived at
16.25 hours. The aircraft was allocated Air
Ministry serial AM223 whilst at Farnborough. It
next flew on 29 September 1945 when a test
flight took place but it would appear that it
did not fly again until the
fateful day of 18
January
1946.

On that day,
the CO of

Experimental Flying
at the RAE, Group Captain A. F. Hards, was
flying the twin engine “push-pull” Dornier 335

that was being evaluated after capture at the
end of the war. This was the A-12 two seat
trainer version of a very large German fighter
which featured a unique configuration with
engines at the front and rear fuselage, with
propellers at the nose and tail.

The aircraft had departed RAE Farnborough at
11.30am and crashed around mid-day.
Legendary test pilot Captain Eric 'Winkle' Brown
writes “On my return to Farnborough, The CO,
Group Captain A F Hards, asked me to check
him out for a solo trip in our two-seat Dornier
335 and on 18 January 1946 he went off solo.
As he returned to the airfield, we could see that
the rear engine was on fire and we hoped that
he would land on the nearest runway. Whether
he was unaware of the fire or felt it safer to
attempt his first landing in this strange German
bird into wind will never be known, but he
continued around the circuit as if no emergency
existed, heading for the duty runway. He had
covered roughly two thirds of the circuit when
the Dornier suddenly plunged vertically into a
schoolhouse in Cove village. The elevator
control cables had obviously burnt through and
Group Captain Hards had no chance to eject.”

The aircraft went out of control and dived
towards the ground coming down initially in a
field at the back of the headmasters' house (Mr
John Gilderdale). It then bounced, hit the
garage roof, then went into the top of the house
and large parts then flew off into the school and
across the road. The pilot was found dead in the
headmaster’s bedroom. Although the house
was destroyed and later demolished, two
people downstairs at the time were uninjured.
There were some injuries to a few children but
none seriously. The aircraft was completely
destroyed." (See photos next page).

Crew:
Group Captain Alan Frederick Hards DSO

(pilot, aged 31) (RAF Service Number 33113)
- killed on active service 18/1/46. 4
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HMS Reaper en-route from Cherbourg to the US with a deck cargo of captured German aircraft
including a Dornier 335, Messerschmitt-262s and a Junkers Ju 338.

The Dornier 335’s Ejection Seat

Although Brit Everard Calthrop was credited
with first inventing the ejection seat back in
1916, it was the Germans who first used this
method of departing from aircraft during WWII.
The Heinkel 280 (photo right), a turbo-powered
bomber, was outfitted with a seat that would be
blown clear of the aircraft using compressed
air. The aircraft never went into full production,
but the 280’s escape seat managed to save the
life of pilot Helmut Schenk who is the first
person ever to be saved by this form of egress.

The Dornier 335 was a very fast aircraft and
bailing out was made more dangerous by the
large tail fin and rear propeller, which
represented obvious hazards for a
pilot wishing to abandon his aircraft
in a hurry. Dornier therefore fitted
a compressed air driven ejection
seat to the 335, but it was
not a

e

straightforward procedure to use it.
Eric ‘Winkle’
Brown, a test
pilot at
Farnborough,
had a good
look at the
ejection
system which
first required
the pilot to
manually release the canopy. Stories were
circulating that when two prototypes came to
grief during the development of the aircraft, the
bodies of their pilots were found devoid of
arms. The story recounted to Winkle by a
German pilot was that the canopy jettison
required two levers to be pulled, which
released catches holding it to the fuselage.
Unfortunately, the handles were attached to the
canopy so that, when they were activated, the
limbs of the unfortunate victims were ripped off.

Winkle didn’t check the veracity of the story
but did observe that there were
indeed two levers which were
attached as described.

Assuming the pilot didn'’t lose his arms,
the seat was then initiated which blew off the
upper fin and aft propeller with explosive
charges. The lower fin could also be removed
in case a wheels up landing was ever
necessary. 4
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The only photographs of ﬂze acczdent to RAE 5 Captured Dornzer 33 5 we were able to access

‘e found at the Royal Aircraft Establishment Museum (Farnborough), who were kind enough
to make these images available to ‘FlyBy’ (thank you Les Ruskell!). They demonstrate both the
severity of the impact and how close it was to an even greater tragedy, as although both the
Headmaster s house and the school were damaged, there were only minor injuries to children

and parents on the ground. (RAE images).

'- wer




Netherlands

We all know how big Australia is, but here’s a comparison
map which puts things into perspective.

A number of different countries have been jig-sawed into our Ohio
outline, which shows us to be impressively well endowed!

In more simple terms, we are about 40% larger in land mass than the
whole of Europe, which has a population (give or take) of about 800 mil-
lion compared to our 30 million.

Other comparisons with populous nations are: India - 43% smaller but with about 1.4bn peo-
ple, and China - 24% larger but they also have 1.4bn.

11
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We’ve brought you news of emerging eVTOL air-
craft from time to time, with Joby leading the pack.
That company is now installing infrastructure in
New York, ready to start commercial taxi operations
next year.

(' Watch Video

For the measly sum
of US$190K you can own
your own, and the good thing is
that you won’t need a pilot’s licence - if you
live in the United States.

But did you know that from June you can buy a
personal eVTOL? It’'s an ultralight by developer
‘Pivotal’, which describes its aircraft pretty accu-
rately as it sort of pivots when it takes off. Actually
it looks really weird.

With an empty weight of just 158kg and a payload

limit of 100kg, it has a cruise speed of 55 knots and
a range of just 20 miles. It features fly-by-wire con-
trols and is reported as “being easy to fly and safe.”

Line up here, please. Cash only!#

Waterfront Apartments? %

We ran articles on the German =208
battleship Tirpitz for a few editions, but Niggl e
hadn’t seen this picture of her (right), LSRN SO
disguised as a block of apartments ,

during her construction in 1939. The "

‘houses’ were made of painted canvas, of aa

unlike the foliage (below) used to
disguise her as a very large bush when
she was moored in Faettenfjord north of
Trondheim. Neither rouse worked as
she was subject to almost continuous
attacks from the Allies. %

Old Bar Reunion 2024

John Macartney has advised
arrangements for the intended
reunion at Old Bar, NSW.

It is scheduled for the weekend
of Friday 16 - Monday 19 August |
and will' include the usual events
such as a reunion dinner, get-
togethers over lunch and
breakfasts and of course the |:
parade and Vietham Veterans’
service on the Sunday.

You certainly don’t need to have | =
served in Vietham to attend: it’s | puswe
a wonderful opportunity to catch |.....
up with mates in a particularly
beautiful little town on the mid
NSW coast. More details here#

FURTHER DETAILS:

FRIDAY 16™ RUGUST

b,
i con codl.

| ( Moreinfo )

Farewell Breakfast on Monday - for these stil in b
Time: & arn ar Flows, & awn cost



https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Old-Bar-Flyer-2024.pdf
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Classic Lear Jet to be Restored

rebuild. Work has started in the States on the
refurbishment of the very first production Learjet
23.

Classic Lear Jet Foundation, a non-profit group
acquired serial number 23-003 in August from a
private owner, and the non-profit group intends to
bring it back to flying status with its team of
volunteers. Learjet was one of the first companies
to produce a luxury business jet, based on a 1950s
Swiss attack fighter aircraft, the FFA P-16 (inset
photo). Five prototypes of this aircraft had been
built before the project was cancelled.

Bill Lear formed the Swiss American Aircraft
Company in Switzerland, but soon moved
production to Wichita, Kansas, after finding “...it
took too long to get anything done in Switzerland.”
The company was renamed the Lear Jet
Corporation in 1963.

The first aircraft, 23-001, crashed during a test
flightin June of 1964, when it failed to climb on take
off. It struck the ground, rolled for several yards and
came to rest in flames. Both pilots were seriously
injured.

It’s not just military war birds that enthusiasts

The first Lear Jet crashed in 1964

Such an accident can have serious consequences
on a small start-up company but investigators
quickly found the accident was caused by pilot
error. They were simulating a single-engine take
off but had the spoilers extended. Work on aircraft
continued and the first production model was
delivered in October 1964.

In ‘67 the company merged with
Gates Aviation and was renamed
Gates Learjet Corporation. In
1990 Canadian company
Bombardier purchased it,
marketing the product as
“Bombardier Lear Jet Family”.
Production of all aircraft finally
ceased in 2021 after more than 60
years and 2000 aircraft.

Bombardier has offered space for
the work in building 14, where it
used to assemble aircraft. There,
a team of volunteers from the
Classic Lear Jet Foundation
opened the first panel - the pilot’s
nose avionics door - where they found a wasps’
nest. They also found oxygen bottles still
pressurised even though the aircraft had not been
serviced for nearly 25 years. *
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WE'LL BE SORRY TO SEE YOU GO...

Something for nothing is a generous gesture, but it can’t last.

Most FAAAA subscriptions ran out on 31 December 2023, so if you are one of our members who
has not yet renewed, the chances are that you've had three free editions of this magazine since
then.

We’d love to continue to give ‘FlyBy’ to everyone for nothing, but that won'’t keep the lights turned
on. So, regrettably, we’'ll suspend sending FlyBy to members who are still not financial.

The good news is that its really easy to fix this problem by simply renewing your subscription.

The back page of this edition has renewal details, or simply contact the Editor here if you are not
sure of your status - and he’ll be happy to help. %

Avro Arrow Il Update

From time to time, when our friends at the A.V. Roe
Canada Museum Association update us, we bring
you news of the Avro Arrow Il project.

This project aims to build a fully functioning and
manned 60% scaled down version of the beautiful
Avro Arrow which was scrapped by the Canadian
Government back in 1959.

Like the axing of the British TSR-2 six years later, it
was largely political. In both cases not only was
production halted, but the respective projects
ordered to destroy all prototypes, jigs and plans so
there was no hope of resurrection. As one
prominent aircraft designer of the t